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OF INDEPENDENT
SCOUTS - EUROPE
WFIS-Europe is a
Scout organization for
independent scouts.
We meet in camps,
leadertraining and
jamborees.
WFIS-Europe was
created in 1999 and is an
organisation under
WFIS World-Wide.
Every scout organisation
can join WFIS-Europe if
they are not member of
another world organisation.
If you want to know more
about WFIS-Europe,
please contact one of the
members of the commitee.

COMMITTEE
1. Chairman
Margon Sørensen
first@wfis-europe.org
2. Chairman
Julie Bryceson
second@wfis-europe.org
3. Chairman:
Sandra Orebi
third@wfis-europe.org
Treasurer
Klaus P. Karnetzky
treasurer@wfis-europe.org
Secretary
Marco Landsberger
secretary@wfis-europe.org

AUSTRIA
Scouts of Europa

Sezione Scout di Gela
Assoraider
Fedarazione Italiana di Scautismo Raider

BELGIUM
OSG-ISG
CZECH REPUBLIC
SKAUT - cesky skauting ABS
Svaz skautu a skautek Ceske Republik
Skaut S.S.V.
DENMARK
Baden-Powell Scouts of Denmark
(De Gule Speijdere i Danmark)

KOSOVO
National Scout Center of Kosovo
LATVIA
Latvijas Kristigie Skauti
MALTA
Baden Powell Scouts of Malta
ROMANIA
Asociatia Cercetasilor Traditionali din Romania
ACT-RO

FRANCE
Scouts de Chavagnes
GERMANY
Bund Europäischer St. Georgs
Pfadfinderinnen und - Pfadfinder
Bund Unabhängiger Pfadfinder
CP Dreieich
Deutscher Pfadfinder Bund e.V. gegr. 1911
EPSG Baunach
Europäischer Pfadfinderbund - Georgsritter e.V.
Freier Pfadfinderbund Asgard
Freier Pfadfinderbund St.Georg
Independent Scout Association
Solmser Pfadfinderschaft
Pfadfinderbund Weltenbummler e.V.
Freie Pfadfinderschaft Kreuzritter
Christliche Freie Pfadfinderschaft Goldenstedt
Pfadfinder im Mühlenbecker Land e.V.

RUSSIAN FEDERATION
Russian Union of Scouts
SPAIN
Asociacion Scout Independiente De Madrid
Associació Catalana de Scouts
Grupo Scout Alpha
Asociation Juvenil Groupo Scout
Independiente Gilwell
Federation Scout de la Communidad Valenciana
Scout Independientes del Principado de Asturias
Grupo Scout San Pío X
Asociación Grupo Scout Alcazaba
Grupo Scout Magma
SWITZERLAND
Feuerkreis Niklaus von Flüe

IRELAND
Baden-Powell Scouts Association

UKRAINE
Association of scouts “Rozvidnyk”
(Volyn and Lviv region)

ITALY
Assiscout
Esploratori e Guide d´Italia
Federscout

UNITED KINGDOM
Baden-Powell Scouts Association

TURKEY
Kapif

PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS

Pollution Police e.V., Germany - CISC Confederazione Italiana dello Scautismo Cristiano, Italy UEP - União dos Escoteiros Portugueses, Portugal - Ascociación de Scouts Independientes de
Córdoba, Spain - Scouts and Guides of Saint Joseph, Fife, Scotland, United Kingdom
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WFIS EUROPE
LEAFLET

DEAR READER,
the long awaited relaunch of the Euroletter is finally available.
In this issue you will find an article about the General Assembly,
information about the projects (Pionet extended first phase!) and invitation
to camps. Moreover we have reports about an expedition to the Ukraine,
the story of a camp in Italy at which some of our members participated
together with Baden Powell Scouts D’Italia and finally impressions from
the St. Georges Parade in Malta, the annual workshop and the big event of
2018 the Eurocamp in England.
We hope you all enjoy this issue.

Dear scout brothers,
at the last GA in Malta we
distributed a WFIS Europe
presentation leaflet
in English - it can be used
by all the member/prospect
associations in their own
countries in order
to widespread the
Federation’s work.
Anyone wishing to translate
and print such leaflet in
their own language,
can request the layout
created with the program
Indesign or the highresolution PDF in English
directly to the WFIS Europe
secretariat:
secretary@wfis-europe.org

Members
We can’t stop growing and are present
in over 41 countries.
The World Federation of Independent Scouts
is open to any Scouting association that is not
affiliated with another international organization.
WFIS requires that member associations follow
and use Baden-Powell’s original programme,
traditions, uniforms, morals, ethics and structure
as laid out in Baden-Powell’s Scouting for Boys,
amended only for health, environmental, first-aid
and safety reasons.

Strong Presence in Europe
WFIS has associations present
in the following European countries:

Special thanks to George Mangion for collecting articles and Giorgio Meo
for the layout. And a very special thank you to all who handed in articles
and information for this issue, without your work this would not have been
possible!
That leads to a kind iof standard request from the Euroletter team - please
send arcticles for coming issues. Ideally plain text and photos as separate
files. We are looking forward to your contributions.

United Kingdom
Germany
Switzerland
Italy
Belgium
Denmark
Latvia
Austria
Russian Federation

A Scout is a friend
to all, and a brother
to every other Scout

WFIS South America
There are also Scout
groups operating in the
Middle East

info: secretary@wfis-europe.org

wfis-europe.org

Promoting
Traditional Scouting
We base our work on the traditional values
as laid down by our founder Baden-Powell:
Scout Promise
Scout Law
Patrol System
WFIS encourage life in nature, friendship,
working together and helping others.

WFIS is:
Run purely by non-paid volunteers.
Not political or religious and has no
preferences.
Driven and fuelled by our participants.
Tolerant. Every association is different in
its own way and we like that. Our goal is to
share our different ways.
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Europe

WFIS Europe is a member of
WFIS Worldwide, which has the following
regional councils:
WFIS Europe
WFIS South East Asia
WFIS Africa
WFIS North America

www.wfis-europe.org/wordpress/

On behalf of the Euroletter team
Marco Landsberger
WFIS-Europe e.V. - Secretary

Spain
Czech Republic
Ukraine
Kosovo
Ireland
France
Malta
Turkey
Romania

World
Federation of
Independent
Scouts

Activities and Events
WFIS Europe organises and promotes a wide
variety of events for its members and prospect
members.

More Activities and Events
Circle of Friendship: For all Cubs who want to
participate, this is an excellent way of getting to
know different Cubs from all around Europe.

Eurocamp: Once every four years a camp is
held where members from all over Europe have a
chance of meeting and sharing unique experiences.

Scouts Discover the World: A project similar to
the Circle of Friendship, this activity brings Scout
Troops closer to each other.

World Jamboree: International Scout camp,
normally held every five years.

Pathfinder Belt: The Pathfinder Belt is the
challenge of a lifetime, which is open to Scouts
aged over 16 and members of the Rover Section.
It is a chance to take part in a ten-day expedition
that brings a real understanding of a different
country, its people and way of life.

WFIS Workshop: Rover Scouts and Scout Leaders
from across Europe meet and learn new skills
together and share their experiences in Scouting
while developing friendships and contacts for future
international Scouting.

But this is far from all! There are even more
activities waiting for you and your Scout Group.
We get invitations to local camps, meet-ups and a very
wide variety of events from our member associations
which are published regularly in our Euroletter.
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Claudia Farigu . Assoraider, Italy
Photo: Baden Powell Scouts Malta

GA IN MALTA

JANUARY 26, 2019

T

he General Assembly WFIS- Europe took place
the last weekend of January in Malta – what a
beautiful island! It was my first time in Malta! I
arrived on Thursday in order to explore part of it and
I have to say, it was really worth spending some time
travelling around! I enjoyed every moment acting like a
tourist, eating “pastizzi”, visiting the
amazing ancient heart of La Valletta
with its old walls and ramparts, not to
mention the port and sea view! Next
day I went to the southern coast to
see the Dingli Cliffs, a masterpiece
of mother Nature: the 255m high
limestone cliffs ending in a deep blue
sea and covered by Mediterranean
herbs and flowers!
The Assembly was in a small town
on the northern coast, called Qawa
(about 10 km from the capital). We
were welcomed (in a very cozy Hotel) by the local team
of B-P Scouts Malta headed by George Mangion. They
organized everything very efficiently and I was glad to

meet Natalie Fsadni, she was so kind and helpful with
the registration at our arrival! The whole group did a
very good job with the planning, choosing the location,
not to mention the very good food we had!
On Saturday there was a lot to discuss, approve, vote
and report…it was quite a long day, but at the end
of it all work had been done! I must
admit it, I always had the impression of
a very polite and respectful discussion,
even when members disagreed about
important matters. This should always
be the way Scout leaders relate to
each other: listening and feeling free
to express their own opinions.
The final part of the Assembly was
dedicated to some interesting projects
of activities to be sponsored at “home”
with our “younger” members and
some more information about the
next European appointments for 2019, such as the
Woodbead Course in Denmark and the Workshop in
Italy (Rome). Don’t miss it!
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PROJECTS
2019
PATHFINDER BELT
The Pathfinder Belt is the challenge of a lifetime, which is open
to Scouts aged over 16 and members of the Rover Section. It
is a chance to take part in a ten-day expedition that brings a real
understanding of a different country, its people and way of life.
The Pathfinder Belt is described as ‘the antidote to the package
holiday’. It is designed to help young people develop a real
understanding of another country by travelling through that
country, completing surprise projects, working as a small team and
meeting local people.

Info: www.wfis-europe.org

PIONET...
>
>
>
>
>

It’s for all European Patrols
9 months of activity!
2 phases in which the Patrols will be evaluated
1 Patrol that will win
the Patrols will have to work very hard to win!

Attention!
The first phase has
been extended to
May 31, 2019

PIONEERING (we won’t even explain it, because if
you don’t know what it means ... your Patrol will not
even be last !!) and
NET…, as network, it is meant in the sense
of connection between several people,
in fact, the activity of a Patrol is the sum
of the work of its Scouts!

Info: www.wfis-europe.org
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SCOUTS DISCOVER THE WORLD 2019
This is a project for Scout Patrols all over the World.
Through this project, Scouts from different areas or
countries can learn more about other Scouts who are
members of WFIS.
1. Take a picture of your Scouts and leaders. You need two
copies
2. Fill out the registration form and send it by e-mail to:
scoutsdiscover@wfis-europe.org

Info: www.wfis-europe.org

CUBS CONNECTING OUR FRIENDSHIP 2019
The Cubs Connecting our Friendship is for Cubs all over Europe.
Through this Connection, Cubs from different areas or countries
can learn more about other Cubs from WFIS - Europe.
It is very easy to join the Connection, here is what you have to do:
1. Take a picture of your Cubs and leaders.
2. Fill out the registration form and send it, with one of the pictures
of your Cubs and leaders, to: cubsconnect@wfis-europe.org

Info: www.wfis-europe.org

THE BEAVER PROJECT – SHARING FUN
The Beaver Project – Sharing Fun is for Beavers all over Europe.
Through the sharing of fun Beavers from different areas or countries can
share fun with other Beavers from WFIS - Europe.
It is very easy to join the sharing of fun, here is what you have to do:
1. Send a photo of your Beavers looking happy.
2. Make a picture of a Beaver to send to other Beavers, you could paint it,
make it out of material stuck to card, anything you want.
3. Sing a Beaver song and record it to send to other Beavers.
4. Ask a leader to write a little about what you do at Beavers, so it can be
read out to other Beavers.

Info: www.wfis-europe.org
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RUSSIA

INVITATION
SUMMER CAMP
IN RUSSIA

VETLUGA SCOUT CAMP
IN SUMMER 2019

D

ear Brothers and Sisters, The Russian Union
of Scouts invites you to Russia to take part in
the 25th anniversary celebration of the Vetluga
scout camp in summer 2019! Take an exciting journey to
discover the unique Russian culture, make friends with
Russian scouts, and share scout traditions and skills.
We gladly assist you in obtaining all the necessary
travel documents, including visas and letters of
invitation. Moreover, our friend Funko from Solmser
Pfadfinderschaft, Germany, who has already visited
our camp for 4 times, offers his
help in organizing a trip to all WFIS
associations. The scouts from our
staff are ready to accompany you
during your entire stay in Russia.

it! Our scouts will meet you in Nizhny Novgorod and
accommodate you in our headquarters.
Together we will explore the city’s attractions, including
the ancient Kremlin on the bank of the
Volga River, and take a boat tour to
see the city from a new perspective.
Optionally, you can visit the old
merchant town of Gorodets, located
an hour’s drive from Nizhny Novgorod,
Explore Russia with Scouts
and take a tour to Semyonov, a
РУССКИЙ СОЮЗ СКАУТОВ
The Russian Union of Scouts RUSSIAN UNION OF SCOUTS
major center for traditional Russian
is headquartered in the city of www.ruscout.org
handcrafts, such as Khokhloma wood
Nizhny Novgorod, which is most facebook.com/pg/ruscoutorg
painting and Matryoshka dolls.
conveniently reached via Moscow.
During your trip, we take all your worries
Our scouts are available to meet you
off your hands, organize an individual
in Moscow airports and take you in
tourist program for your group, guide
a city tour, show you the sightseeing highlights and
you around Moscow and Nizhny Novgorod, and book
organize museum visits based on your preferences and
museum and transport tickets.
free time.
There are three ways to go from Moscow to Nizhny
Travel Costs and Prices
Novgorod. Enjoy a comfortable speed train ride and
Prices in Russia are more than affordable, given the
reach us in 3.5 hours; or a minibus that takes 5-6 hours
current exe (€ 1 = -P 75). For you to consider your
to travel; or a one-hour flight to save time. Choose
expenses, a train ticket from Moscow to Nizhny
what is the best for you and we will help you arrange
Novgorod costs only about €20.Asubwaytit about
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€0. 5 0.Am n café €5 -10 per person, and a boat tour
iNzhnyNgcosts per ticket.

We are ready to provide you any camping equipment,
including tents, tarpaulins, campfire tools, firewood,
poles for construction, rope, saws, axes, and kitchen
stuff. There is no centralized catering in the camp;
each patrol cooks their own food in their subcamp.
The camp is supplied with electricity and equipped
with washing stands and showers. Annually, about
300 scouts visit the Vetluga camp; their health,
wellness, and safety are ensured by professional
doctors.

Enjoy the Vetluga Scout Camp
The Vetluga scout camp dates are from July 10th to
July 26th, 2019.
You can choose any convenient time within this period
and combine, for example, one week to visit the camp
and one week to travel around. The camp is located 150
km from Nizhny Novgorod in a picturesque meadow
along the lake. You can easily get there by an electric
train; the nearest train station is 2 km away from the
camp. In 2019, we will celebrate the 25th anniversary
of our camp.
The program will include various scout activities,
such as campfires (open fire is allowed), pioneering
(we have many, many poles!), role-playing games, an
international day, climbing, archery and rifles, first aid
training, swimming, lake rafting, and different sports
competitions.

The camp fee is € 16 per day. The food products for
cooking are included in the fee. Registration is now
open! The final registration date is April 1, 2019.
We look forward to meeting you in Russia! For any
questions, feel free to contact our International
Relations Chief, Dmitry Brazhkin, at:
dmitry.brazhkin@gmail.com
or use our official email:
ruscout.world@gmail.com.
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CZECH REPUBLIC

Kristina Zivna and Petr Votroubek

UKRAINE
EXPEDITION

(2,110 KM IN TOTAL)
6. – 15. 8. 2018

W

e all met on the 5th August in the Jevicko
clubhouse. We checked our gear and
equipment and loaded all the necessities
into the van. In the evening, we were practising the
performance and songs which we could show to our
scout brothers and sisters from Ukraine.

The wake up was set for 6 AM the next day. This was
because we had the all-day hike ahead of us. Our goal
was to reach Menchul, a peak in a nature reserve of the
Carpathian Mountains (with elevation of 1,501 m).
During our hike, we were getting to know our fellow
Ukrainian scouts better. We were in awe of the untouched
nature and the astonishing views. We came across some
At 6:30 AM of the following day, setting off in the
freely grazing horses, we drunk from a well and had lunch
Slovakian direction, we left for Ukraine. During our
by a kolyba, a traditional wooden hut. We reached the
drive, we rehearsed even more songs. Roughly around
peak after six hours of difficult hiking and in total, we hiked
3 PM, we crossed the Ukrainian border. Despite the
around 35 kilometres that day.
police being very thorough, we only waited for an hour.
It was only natural that the following day (9th August)
It usually takes two. In Uzhhorod, we
became a resting day. After lunch, we set
were welcomed by a Uzhorod scout
off to explore more of the city, especially
official, brother Bohdan, who kindly
the parts built by Czech people. Following
accommodated us all in his house.
our wander, we swam in the river Rika,
The Uzhorod scouts had prepared a
which was as wide as a big lido. The
lovely evening city tour for us. What
water was very refreshing and was calling
we found particularly interesting was
out for some water games with our new
SKAUTSKÉ ODDÍLY JEVÍČKO
the quarter which had been built JEVICKO SCOUTS
Ukrainian friends.
by the Czechs during the interwar www.Svaz skautu a skautek
Ceske Republik
period.
On the 10th of August, we left - all excited
facebook.com/skautjevicko
- for Uskovyci, where a national summer
On the 7th August, we drove to
camp „Klič licariv“ („The Voice of the
another town called Khust, where
Knights“) was taking place. We should
we were warmly welcomed by our brother Jurij and
spend the next five days here with the Ukrainian scouts,
his local scout group. Here, another city tour had been
including those from Uzhorod. Since this is a challanging
prepared, but this time, it was enriched by a museum
camp, every participant had to pass a physical test. The
visit as well as a hike to the local castle, which overlooks
Czech representation passed it par excellence! After
the whole city. After a nice evening swim in the river, we
putting the tents up, we started making the camp T-shirts
made our ways to the five individual scout families for
and in the meanwhile the most important camp buildings
our accommodation. This way, we could get to know
for the common activities (such as the kitchen, storage
the authentic family life in Ukraine better.
tent, wash room and dry toilets) were built.
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On the 11th of August, we were
taken by surprise by an early
start at 6 AM (5 AM in the Czech
Republic). After the line-up and
the breakfast, a knotting and a
lashing session followed. We also
learnt how to build a bivouac
shelter in wild nature. After lunch,
we were assigned to build the
camp shower, which proved to
be a challenging task in the rain,
but we managed after all.
It was Sunday 12th August when
all the camp participants took off
for a ‘pilgrimage journey’ to the
monastery ‘Univskaja Lavra’, which is 15 kilometres away
and is one of the most important Roman Catholic sights
in western Ukraine. We took part in a mass which was
unusual to us; it was a Roman Catholic one, all sang in the
Ukrainian language. A very interesting experience. After the
mass, we played some Ukrainian games in the courtyard
and then went on a guided tour of this old monastery. On
the way back, we stopped by a water pond where we went
for swim. A celebratory campfire was prepared for the
evening. We sang Czech and Ukrainian national songs. We
finished our beautiful day with the international evening
song of all scouts, ‘Taps’ .

a celebratory line up, and we exchanged some gifts, photos
and goodbyes followed with some tears in our eyes. A final
campfire was prepared. Here, we were - for one final time
- singing Czech and Ukrainian songs.
On 15th of August, we got up at 5 AM. We packed our
bags and took the tents down. After loading our van,
the journey back home could begin – the journey full of
laughs, chats and singing. At the crossing, we experienced
really thorough checks from the Ukrainian border police.
Nevertheless, thanks to the letter from our consulate, we
managed to cross the border in a less than one hour. The
drive on the Polish motorways was quick and comfortable
and that’s why we managed to arrive back to the Jevicko
base at 3:45 PM. We said our good-byes and that is how
our third Ukrainian Expedition ended.

On 13th of August, wild nature survival and camouflage
techniques were on the programme. We learnt how to hide
in various types of terrain and during different seasons,
how to find some food in wild, how to prepare and to cook
it. Around midday, we set off for Lviv’s Czech consulate,
where we were to obtain the paperwork necessary for
our return home via Polish borders. In order to make the
waiting for our papers pass quicker, we went to see the
historical centre of this interesting city. Another highlight of
the day was swimming in a cold mountain stream.

And what did we learn from three trips to Ukraine?
The Transcarpathian region in Ukraine used to be a part of
Czechoslovakia during the interwar period. During these
twenty years or so, Czech doctors, teachers and engineers
lived in the region and this is something still apparent
here today. Locals are aware of our help in the past,
they are grateful for it and very friendly and hospitable.
Communication with them is not difficult, Rusyn language
is very similar to the Slovak language.

On the following day, we learnt the theoretical as well as
the practical aspects of first aid. For today, we had also
prepared a ‘Czech afternoon’ where we taught some
Czech songs to the Ukrainians. Following this, we played
some of our favourite scout games which proved to be
very popular. Simultaneously, we organised a workshop,
where we were teaching others how to make a neckerchief
woggle - a traditional part of our uniforms. Every participant
of the camp made at least one. After the dinner, there was

The nature in western Ukraine is truly beautiful. The
landscapes remind us not only of some scenes from
movies such as the one about Nikolaj the bandit but also of
some Western movies. With almost never-ending forests,
the vast Poloniny National Park with untouched mountain
meadows and ranges offer romantic solitude...
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ITALY

SKOLTA CAMP
PIANO ZUCCHI 2018

Irene Treccarichi, Gabriele Licata and
Vincenzo Di Maggio

O

n the 23rd July 2018, we left home, Patrol
Leaders, the three of us, PLs of Cobras,
Eagles and Panthers... When we arrived we
start preparing the field for the Camp of ten days.
Considering the large number of participating groups:
170 scouts in all... It was not easy! As soon as we arrived,
in fact, we had to deal with two other scout groups who
had arranged material and placed tents in the same
space. Having clarified the problem and positioned the
containers, we immediately started to make inventory
and start ordering the material.
The following day, after a morning spent assembling the
basic structures, a dense fog that prevented us from
continuing preparations as we could not see each other
over two meters. With some difficulty we were able to
mount sinks and showers without getting lost. But let’s
not go too far and start with the real field work...
Finally on the 25th arrivals begin with Scout Groups
from Gela, Abano and Vicenza, which, after a great
welcome, begin to settle and pitch their tents in the
areas assigned for their patrols. We already looked
like many and we were not even all of us! Within the
next day the groups of Crema and Malta also arrived:
we could officially organise the opening ceremony in
the same time as the opening of the Eurocamp 2018
in England.

BADEN POWELL SCOUTS D’ITALIA
www.badenpowellscoutitalia.it
facebook.com/pg/bpsitalia

As a first day of camp we went to Cefalù near the sea:
it was enough to go down a few meters to feel the true
summer heat of Sicily! After a whole day spent in the
water, we reluctantly had to go back to the camp and,
after showering and eating, finally arrived the time for
the campfire, where the Leaders and the Rovers of Gela
have proposed some bans and games to start to know
each other better.
On the 28th, activities were organized that do not
require displacements from the camp. In the morning
the Scout Patrols were divided into groups, in rotation,
took part in two different workshops: one consisted of
making a small clay pot. Then have to heat it in the oven
which was to be made later. The second, instead, was a
first aid course and, in particular, on the procedures to
be performed in the event of an accident at the camp.
We have in fact built a stretcher, and then we have also
managed to transport a person lying on it for several
meters (we have also done a race!).
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The third workshop was a small mapping course in
which we learned to use the topographic map and
the ‘coordinatometer’, tools that allowed us to find the
geographical coordinates that would be needed the
next day for the hike.
After the workshops, around 11:00, we started cooking:
it was in fact the day of the “regional cuisine”, in which
each group had to present one or more dishes typical
of their region to make them taste to others. After a few
hours spent among the fires, galley, tables and stoves,
finally it’s time to eat! We were all around tables full of
food, eating as much as possible to get into our dishes:
it was all very good! After eating we had some free
time; Plastic bottles, candles and wire were given to the
Groups and with this material, we built lanterns, which
would then be used for the evening vigil.
The vigil consisted of ten stages, each relating to a point
in the law. At each stage, run by a Rover or a Scout
leader, we were asked to reflect on the point of the law
in question: it was an excellent time to remember the
true meaning of the scout law and also to know new
thoughts and points of view.
On the 29th, after having had the flag-raising ceremony
and breakfast, we walked towards “Piano Battaglia”
(altitude 1600 m): another of the best known destinations
in Sicily that in winter becomes a beautiful ski slope and
in summer it has a fauna and a flora which are not seen
everywhere. After lunch, being Sunday, it was given the
opportunity to go to church to all those who wanted it.
At the end of Mass, we took the cable car that took
us to the top of Mufara: 1949 meters high! From here
we could admire the beautiful landscape that presented
itself before us. After a few group photos, a number
of us went down through the shortest route, while the
rest walked the nature path assisted by a guide, and
proceeded to the valley.
On the 30th the activities were varied and diversified;
during the morning we (tried) to build a knife: having
the blade we had to make a wooden or rope handle ...
personally most of us chose this last option getting very
nice results ... It was Vincenzo who had the most original
idea: in fact, he made his handle in bone! Subsequently,
with the squadrons divided into pairs, we created the
scenes for the campfire: helping us with the crepe paper
and cardboard we could also make the costumes ... In the
evening, in fact, the laughter was assured!
The 31 was the big day: that of the real hike. After
having participated in a short topography lesson, so as
to be able to identify the point of arrival and the road

to go to reach it, according to their needs and abilities,
everyone was given the opportunity to choose between
the shortest route and the longer one. Having, we Chief
Patrol of Palermo, participated in the longest route, so we
will tell only our experience. We left early in the morning,
after making sure we had correctly distributed everything
needed in our backpacks. For a first part of the track we
walked together with the boys of the shortest route, up to
the shelter of the C.A.S. Here, the second group stopped
to spend the night, while we others only ate and then
continue up to the Pan. At the top, we realized we did not
have large stocks of water and no way to shelter from the
wind that came from all sides, but despite this, we did not
get discouraged and, with some sacrifice, we managed
to get through the night: at least on the return we would
have had a story to tell, worthy of listening to!
The following morning, at dawn, we went down to the
valley and, after having refilled water, we continued our
way back to the camp. After having rested and shared our
experiences with others, we ate, and finally participated
in the campfire, also this time organized by the Leaders
and Rovers of Gela, where, despite the tiredness, we could
laugh at the adventures experienced during the hike of the
previous day.
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of tapes of the colour of their team, in the opposing
bases. Afterwards we had to go into the forest, and,
in a flow of water which flowed not too far away, we
looked for gold nuggets (coloured stones) that we
would then have to bring back. At the end of this first
part, in which the blue team won, we passed to the
tunnel of death, in which the squadrons, to groups of
three explorers, had to run to a predetermined point
without being touched by the balls that were thrown
at them. At the end of this tunnel each squadron to
crack a puzzle containing a secret message. In the end
we made a square where each team had to present
themselves with a scream, and, to decree a winner.
Maurizio Trevisan, scout leader of the group Assiscout
Abano 1, disguised as Indian chief, added the points
obtained by the various teams in the previous tests: in
the end the blue team won, but we had so much fun
that it did not displease anyone. At the end of the day
we prepared to go to the campfire, not as big as in
other nights, but still very funny: it was the evening of
the competition for the best camp song. Each group,
in fact, proposed their own song, previously written,
and, in the end, the best one was chosen. All were
very funny, but eventually won a review of “caramba”
developed by the group of Crema.
Day 3 another demanding day of entertainment awaited
us: it was in fact the day when we would have faced the
herbert path, of which each group had to build a part.
We have decided to build the Swedish framework and,
overall, the path has come really well, in fact it has allowed
us to test ourselves having a lot of fun. As we finished the
journey back to the corners covered with mud, then, after
taking a shower, we did the closing square.
During the ceremony the squadrons Albatros and
Scoiattoli of Vicenza were named winners, who
received as a prize a golden hatchet each, in which
they were written the date and the place where the
camp was held. After this square we went back to
our corners and started to disassemble what was no
longer needed. After dinner we all participated in the
last and very funny campfire in the camp, where we
could laugh (and maybe even cry for nostalgia) of all
the funniest events that took place during the camp.
The next day we had to leave Piano Zucchi satisfied
and a bit ‘sad because of the end of the field. We
do not often see many scouts all in one place: this
experience has allowed us all to make new friends,
learn new ways of thinking and above all have fun
together.

The following morning we attended a workshop where
some leaders explained how to proceed with the
construction of a Camp Oven. We must dig a hole in
the ground, deep enough and as large as the size of
a metal sheet; after positioning the specially curved
plate, one side of the pit is covered with stones and
a little damp earth, leaving a hole to let the smoke out
at the back. From the uncovered side, place the wood
and then cook. Many of us have not had the time to use
it, but some have tried this experience with more or
less satisfactory results. After having eaten and, in their
free time, completed the construction of the oven, the
leaders call the squadron leaders and announce what
everyone was waiting for: the Great Game!
It was an Indian style game in which the squadrons,
divided into groups of five, each represented by a
different colour, had to collect the largest number
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SPAIN

Carlos Paredes - Kiwi

WFIS
WORKSHOP’18

EN ALCALÁ DE HENARES

T

he city of Alcalá de Henares
from Spanish cities (Madrid, Murcia,
(Madrid, Spain) was this
Barcelona, Almeria ...), all registered
year the host of the yearly
through the web (www.asimscout.
WFIS-EU workshop. This has been
org/workshop) which was opened in
organized by ASIM in a beautiful
several languages (Spanish, English
rural hostel, farm school, flanked on
and Italian) for the entire European
the one hand by the historic city and, ASOCIACIÓN DE SCOUTS
wfis scout community.
on the other, with hills at the foot of INDEPENDIENTES DE MADRID
which ran the river Henares, crossing www.asimscout.org
The workshop started on Saturday
fields of crops and woodlands. The facebook.com/pg/
with a beautiful sunny morning and
AsociacionScoutsIndependientesMadrid
place was very close to Madrid and
the welcome formation in which the
its airport, very well communicated
wfis flag was raised and the president
by train, which allowed some of
of the wfis-european committee Sctr
those enrolled to arrive earlier or stay a few more days
Margon Sorensen, welcomed the attendees, wishing a
to enjoy the capital. The workshop has attracted about
few profitable days and full of scout brotherhood, and
80 people, during three magnificent days, including
declared the start of the activities. All the works that
rovers and scout leders, coming from Italy, Germany,
have been developed have had a marked participative
Denmark, England, Portugal, United States ... and others
component and oriented preferably to some particular
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section, from the small fast workshops destined
to the beavers and wolves, where they assembled
Christmas ornaments, bracelets, key rings, passing by
the elaboration of wristbands with paracord, leather
engraving, candle carving, paper lantern balloon, up to
the more ancestral techniques for the scouts and adult
rovers of fabric bushcraft combined with the recycling
of t-shirts, or the forging of an axe in a forge. In the
afternoon, and in the free time between workshops,
participants were able to visit a beautiful exhibition
of antique scout objects, stickers, cameras, books,
badges, photographs, spoons, whistles ... mounted by
the Tejones Club of Scout Collectors, and served many
to recall the past of the Spanish scout associations,
reread ancient texts and manuals where to discover
historical surprises forgotten over time. From here we
dedicate our warm thanks for your exhibition.

the churros, which, together with the Madrilenian
Cocido stew that was served during the meal, delighted
everyone’s tastes... delicious!

Neither have the cultural activities been forgotten, with
the necessary guided tour around the most beautiful
corners of Alcalá de Henares, churches, palaces,
Cervantes’ house, porticoed squares and medieval
streets...; nor the culinary part, which we all like, with
two typical recipes of our country, the gazpacho and

Thanks to all of you who have come, and to those who,
after intense dedication and effort, have made possible
these great moments, this space to share knowledge,
scout skills, experiences, and useful ideas for our
beavers, wolves, scouts, rovers and scouters.
We hope to see you again very soon.

In the evening, a lovely campfire was enjoyed,
accompanied by scout songs and dances brought from
each country, which made the participants jump, sing
and dance around the fire under a mantle of stars.
Sunday was dedicated to the scout market in which
participants could swap badges and purchase some
handicrafts in wood, leather and textiles, in addition
to being able to take home some typical Christmas
sweets, take advantage of the last minutes for a final
photo, a final exchange of addresses, and a final
goodbye before the official closing ceremony at the
flag pole, family photo and farewell.
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MALTA

Mario Calleja
Training Commissioner
Baden Powell Scouts Malta

ST. GEORGE’S DAY
PARADE 2018

O

n the 29th of April Baden
Powell Scouts Malta held
its annual gathering to
commemorate St. George’s Day. For
the first time this was held in Valletta
and the church service was held at
the magnificent Tal-Karmnu Basilica.

BADEN POWELL SCOUTS MALTA
www.badenpowellscoutsmalta.org

This church had recently completed
facebook.com/pg/
a long awaited project to pave the badenpowellscoutsmalta
floor of its inside and we could
not but admire the beauty of the
completed project.
The Service was celebrated by the Archbishop’s
Delegate to the Scout Movement, Fr Anton Briffa, who
is now a familiar face with all our scouts. Present for
the service were also Mr. Vincent Cassar as Chairman

of the Scout Fellowship and Mr. David
Schembri, Mayor of Qrendi. Holy Mass
was said at 9am and many Scouts
participated in the service through
various readings and the saying of
prayers for the congregation. The
renewal of the Promise was led by the
President Mr. George Mangion.

After Holy Mass there were two
ceremonies, the
investiture of
Nyah Grixti a Scout from Mtarfa and
the renewal of the Scout Promise by
Alberto del Amo a Senior Scout from Mgarr.
Once out of the church the Scouts were treated to a
quick breakfast and at 10.45am the Parade marched
off to give the salute to the Acting President of the
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Republic ,the Hon. Mrs. Dolores Christina who was very
impressed by the smart turnout of all our Scouts.

In the meantime, the Parade had continued marching
up to the entrance of Valletta where the Scouts fell
out and the Zebbug Band regrouped to give out an
informal “concert” to the joy of passers by. Many
Maltese and Tourists stopped to listen and make
enquiries or chatted with those who stopped to enjoy
the performance.

After the parade a delegation of the BPSM was invited
into the Palace for a cordial chat with the Acting
President who spoke about the importance of the
Scout Movement in today’s society.
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GERMANY

Sandra Hollmann

111 YEARS LATER – WFIS EUROCAMP 2018
AND WE WERE THERE!
When, at camp, the alarm clock went off at 6 in the
hotos, videos, stories - all this cannot reflect
morning, everybody came out of the tent with tired
what the 78 participants of the “Noah” Group
eyes but a smile on the face, from the youngest wolfling
of the BESP (Federation
(6 years old) to our eldest participant,
of European St. George Scouts) Federal Leader Ortrud Hübl (75). Every
Nettetal, Count Folke Bernadotte
day was different and somehow full
Hamm - Heessen and Windrose Hage
of excitement. There were games
with their guests, Pollution Police
for all ages, excursions, activities from Weeze, have experienced in
the language, the nationality did not
Newbury, England.
matter!
12 days of adventure in a camp BUND EUROPÄISCHER ST. GEORGSThe opening day started very rainy
with 2050 scouts from 22 countries PFADFINDERINNEN UND - PFADFINDER – the cubs were mixed in several
- that was something very special. “Noah” Group - Nettetal
small groups from all nations in the
We thought we were going to meet
dining hall. The language barriers
Scouts from all over Europe, well…
were quickly overcome, in need of
we were soon taught otherwise. Not only Denmark,
emergency, the youngest communicated with their
Spain, Italy and Belgium, among others, but also
hands and feet. Different games brought together
Canada, Chile, Brazil, Mexico, ...
more and more children in a group, so that the space

P
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on the playground was barely sufficient. There was a lot
of laughter and bright children’s eyes were visible. Our
still very young wolflings (6-9 years) were very excited
and did not want to stop playing.
The elders of our white subcamp (about 250 scouts)
met in the 3 yurts of our federation, which of course
was not designed for all these people. The one or the
other was wet, which did not detract from the colourful,
hustle and bustle. International cooperation was in the
foreground. The rain was quickly forgotten by singing,
dancing in all languages, all nationalities together! We
sang the Ententanz and the Chininentusch while the
Spanish danced and clapped their hands.
The following days were very hot. There was no more
need of long pants, thick sweaters and socks. The rain
jackets purchased for the Eurocamp remained in the
tents - England is not a rainy land so campfires were
prohibited due to fire hazard.
Sun sheds were built, sunscreen distributed, and
everyone was happy to find a shady spot. The members
of our Federation built beer tent sets not only for the
youngest, but also for the eldest and they had their
fun in doing so. The Nachtrupp from Hage brought
from Germany a 25-meter thick plastic sheet to build
a waterslide.
Despite the great heat, wooden poles were brought
in, gates and bridges were erected, and everyone
participated. The flags of our Troops, as well as the
federal flag blew at the entrance gate. The cubs created
a table with benches.
On Monday and Wednesday there were different
workshops for scouts and rovers, as well as a separate
program especially for wolflings. The “big ones” carved,
played quidditch, knotted friendship knots, threw an
axe on a target or shot with the air rifle. Our Scouts
had a lot of fun with the Kettcars, engraving cans and
playing cricket. We played tag of war but we were

strongly inferior to the Danes so we mixed the groups
and the our Scouts returned to our campsite with new
friends.
A very varied program - bake bread, shoot arrows,
race Kettcars, drive pedalos and throw cans, and so
on – made it possible to mix the individual groups and
countries - it was never boring.
However, it was strange for our cubs to skin freshly
killed rabbits and make sausages! The Danish cubs did
not mind while our children were scared.
The subcamps (green, red, white and blue) met in the
dining hall 3 times a day for eating. Armed with food
tokens, each Scout waited in his desired queue. So, for
breakfast there was either a ham and cheese croissant
or 2 slices of white bread with a slice of cheese and
cooked ham or the typical porridge. At lunch and dinner
time, people could choose between three dishes. Very
popular at noon was the jacket potato with cheese,
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beans and tuna, while in the evening the cheeseburger
with chips was a must.
We all agreed, however, to never again eat a burger
after this camp!
On Tuesday, we went hiking but it was very hot. The
youngest went for the Castle Hike, 16 km past castles
and ruins, while the elders embarked on the White
Horse Hike, 25 km. The highly motivated hikers among
us went to Stonehenge, 46 km!!! However, who walked
more than 50 km, arrived surprisingly first at the bus!
The blisters were taken care of and the mood was
great, the Spanish also arrived, and we sang together
until the rest of the wanderers arrived to return to the
campsite.
The big day, for real Scouts, was Thursday. Exactly on
that day, 111 years before, the first scout camp took
place on Brownsea Island under the direction of Lord
Baden Powell, the founder of the worldwide Scout
Movement. Everybody felt something special, once at
the campsite where everything started - the memorial
stone and the signposts, which were carved out of
wood were very special. We took many photos, since
everyone wanted to take this memory back home.
In addition to the particular history of this island, we
also appreciated the untouched nature, the beach with
its shallow water to the open sea was something very
special! For all participants of this trip, this fairy-tale

island left a long-lasting impression! The shops were
stormed by us, we all wanted to buy something to
bring home. Scarves, patches, and knots were bought
as souvenirs or as gifts for those who stayed at home.
The time on this beautiful island just passed too fast. On
the way back, everyone talked about the impressions
of what they had experienced and tried to imagine how
the first camp had happened. WE were on Brownsea
Island - we will never forget that!
Our rovers had the idea to go to Kenya at some point in
the future, we have seen the beginning of the scouting
movement, and now we would like to also see the
grave of the founder. We can dream, because even
Lord Baden-Powell said once: “If you have the will to
do something, you’ll be able to do it, whatever gets in
the way.”
Others from our group made another trips that day.
Someone went, for example, to London or Stonehenge
or Windsor. Once in London, a Harry Potter shop was
visited and also London Eye and pictures were taken
of the Tower Bridge. A small part of our children (the
most went to Brownsea Island) went to a “rainforest”
and participated in a special program. They saw the
typical animals of the rainforest, they played and had a
lot of fun colouring.
Almost every evening there were campfires for the
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On the last evening our Federation reached a very
special climax. Maike (Tribe Windrose, Hage) and
Jan (Noah-Nettetal tribe) made their promises before
the federal leadership. It was also a special evening
for Laura, Nadine, Marie-Christine, Lukas and Moritz
because they also unexpectedly made their promise
to the Rover/Ranger and accepted their scout badge
full of pride and with wet eyes; it was special, at the
Eurocamp, in England, under the flags of 22 nations,
in front of the members of the whole Confederation, in
front of the federal leadership - that was and will be a
lasting impression for our 5 rovers/rangers.
The last day, the official closing of the camp, the last
ceremony, the group photo with the drone ( (the four
letters of WFIS), the fireworks ... and then the camp
was over. We had spent a year preparing for the event,
creating rain jackets for the otherwise rainy England and
now it was all over, very fast, all of a sudden.
With an invitation in 2020 to Canada in the luggage we
drove all happy, satisfied, with many impressions and
memories, but very, very tired home and we were all
looking forward to the German food.
We arrived in Nettetal in the middle of the night everyone was joyfully welcomed back home and would
soon take a nice shower and “some good food”.
Now the camp is already a few months away. However,
it is always the main topic of the participants. Photos are
still looked up, reports regarding the experiences written,
reminisced ... did not we just come home yesterday?

Photo: Mark Hayden

individual subcamps but only in special places (this
was forbidden for the individual groups), while in the
dining hall a Spanish band played disco music and
everywhere there were little and big scouts speaking
and playing together. That is and was world peace!
During children’s bedtime, some of the leaders went
to the Scouter’s club at the dining hall, but there were
fewer from evening to evening. The days were super
nice, but very exhausting so not many of us found our
way there. Our Wölfling leader fell asleep while reading
the Good Night story in the children’s tent! The “big
ones,” who still had wide open eyes, often gathered in
our yurts by candlelight, chatting and singing songs in
the glow - somehow the campfire was missing.
On the last day, cloths and badges were swapped
diligently. Who can say that he owns a scarf from Brazil
or Mexico or a patch from Romania or Chile? Each
group brought something from home. The Russians
wore their costumes, the Brazilians brought sweets
from their country, the Swiss had a chocolate fondue
and we rebuilt the waterslide, which was very popular
since there were 35 degrees in the shade. A hustle
and bustle and a good atmosphere were observed
throughout the camp sites.
The discussions among all participants at this Eurocamp
became more intense as the farewell approached.
Addresses were exchanged in order to keep in touch.
Sophia (11) has now won a friend from Switzerland and
hopes to see her soon.
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AROUND THE WORLD

1 / OPENING OF ASSORAIDER’S
NEW SCOUT HOUSE - ITALY
After many months of work,
the 15th June at 10.30
am, Assoraider is going to
inaugurate a new scout
house: a place for Camps,
Wolf Cubs holiday, and
Assoraider training camps!
The house, surrounded by a
forest has been completely
renovated by some of our
members and now we
can’t wait to open it! We
would like to share this
special moment with our
brothers and sisters of any
WFIS scout group: you are
welcome to join us for the
day!
Address:
Il Rifugio del Pellicano - Bosco San Cristoforo,
Località San Marco La Catola (FG)
Italy
For any information you can contact me:
Claudia Farigu, naz.internazionale@assoraider.it
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